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they did Police Court Agent's work; gave legal advice and wrote
petitions for the illiterate; they arranged fresh-air excursions
for slum children and provided six gymnasia and three theatrical
stages for the recreation of the working classes; they did sani-
tary work, gave medical relief in three dispensaries to nearly
20,000 outdoor patients per annum, and had started Boys'
Clubs and a Scouts3 Corps. It is obvious that the emergence of
a modern trade-union movement could but be a question of
time. In 1890 indeed a Bombay Millhands' Association had
already been formed and Lokhande, the moving spirit, issued
until 1898 a workmen's paper, the Dinabandhu, but nothing
lasting had come of that. It was towards the end of the War,
when the price of all necessaries of life had risen to giddy
heights, that the first industrial strikes broke out in Bombay;
and most of the trade unions came into existence as a conse-
quence, between 1913 and 1922. But what really provoked the
birth of a proper, modern, trade-union system, was the Ver-
sailles Treaty and its creation of the International Labour
Organization at Geneva. Mr. R. R. Bakhale (who as Mr.
Joshi's able lieutenant has chronicled these events)1 says:
"The working classes in India did not fail to realize the impor-
tance of the right that was bestowed on them and the harm that
would be done, if they did not organize themselves in order to
exercise that right." Mr. N. M. Joshi seized the opportunity
thereby presented and thus created in 1920 the All-India Trade
Union Congress, to which within five years forty trade unions
with 100,000 members had become affiliated. This Labour
Movement was wisely guided by Mr. Joshi and produced
excellent results after the manner of the British Trade Union
Movement. Mr. Joshi fitly represented Indian Labour at the
Washington International Labour Conference of 1919, and has
been regularly nominated Labour Representative in the Indian
Legislative Assembly since the latter's inception in 1921. Since
1 In his Directory of Trade Unions, Bombay, 1925, p, j.